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Claims 14-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Choi (5,676, 684) in view of Gabrusenok (SU 
1264942). Choi discloses base member 15 and needles (col. 5, 
line 14) fixed therein, each of the needles comprising a rod 
member, a sharpened portion and a head (the portion of the 
needle adjacent to base member 15) . Choi fails to disclose the 
needles as being partially coated with a coating. However, 
Gabrusenok teaches that acupuncture needles should be partially 
coated with coatings of a material which different than the 
needle material in order to obtain the advantage of creating 
electrochemical potentials (abstract) . It would have been 
obvious to partially coat the Choi needles with a material which 
is different than the material of the needles so that it too 
would have this advantage. With this modification, the Choi 
needles would include a first set of needles (e.g. the needles 
on the left half of the device) being made from a first material 

(i.e. the material of the needle itself which is labeled 1 in 
Gabrusenok) and a second set of needles (e.g. the needles on the 
right half of the device) being coated with a second material 

(i.e. the material of the coating which is labeled 3 in 
Gabrusenok) , each needle being surrounded with needles whose 
base materials and coatings are made from different materials 

(the base material of each needle is different than the coating 
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material of each needle as indicated in the Gabrusenok 
abstract) , the first and second materials having different 
electrochemical properties (as indicated in the Gabrusenok 
abstract) . As to claims 22 and 23, Choi fails to disclose the 
claimed materials for the needle and/or coatings. However, 
applicant admits that these materials are old and well known in 
an applicator comprising a base member and needles (page 1, line 
31 to page 2, line 2 of applicant's specification) which 
apparently has the advantages of making the needle strong and 
biologically inert. It would have been obvious to use these 
materials for the Choi device so that it too would have these 
advantages. As to claims 15 and 24, note that Gabrusenok 
teaches that different metals (plural) are positioned on the 
needle in concentric layers (abstract) . This indicates a 
plurality of different coating materials. 

Applicant's arguments filed Dec. 15, 2006 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The allegation that the 
Choi needle 14 does not meet the specifications of amended claim 
14 is incorrect. The Choi needle 14 has a rod member (the main 
portion of the needle which is a rod member since the needle is 
thin and elongated as shown in figures) and a sharpened portion 
(the distal end of the needle) . The distal end of the needle 14 
is sharpened since 1) a needle, by definition, is sharp, 2) the 
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distal end of the needle appears narrow in the figures, and 3) 
the needle punctures the skin, noting that it is described by 



allegation that the Choi needle 13A lacks a rod member is 
incorrect since 1) a needle, by definition, has a rod member 
(i.e. the main portion of the needle and 2) even if the main 
portion of the needle 13A is tapered, it is still a rod member 
since a rod member, by definition, does not have to have a 
constant width from one end to the other. In any event, 
Gabrusenok clearly discloses that a needle has a rod member and 
a sharpened portion. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (571) 272-4704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can 
be reached on (571) 272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 



Choi as being part of an acupuncture device. 



Further, the 
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